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9. (Currently Amended) A slot machine comprising: 

a polity of reels, each of the reels comprising a reel strip bearing a plurality of discrete 
3 ymbol positions and a mnti.iuous graphical dement attending between adjacent one. of the 
rlWe svmbol positions such that the discrete symbol positions are thematic-ally unified by the 
graphical element, each of the reel strips also bearing a dixuetc symbol in ot least one of »il 

discrete symbol positions; and 

a processor programmed to award a base to payout responsive to an alignment of a 
plurality of different discrete symbols associated with a winning combination along a selected 
payline, 

,^ rain nt Uhki one of said reels co mprises a video r^l and wherw said prpcesifiLis 

r „n.„„ nH l> n for said a t - - " f ™»« ™™ " elected on* of said discrete symbols 

-i .ti™ n said comi...™* graphical el emen t during * bonus yarns, an award bei ng related to a 
degree of sai d m ovement and independ ent of anv -pavline. 

16. (Cancelled). 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of conductinR a slot game uji a slot machine controlled 
by a processor, comprising: 

receiving * wager from a player; and 

rotating a plurality of reels, ™* of the reels comprising a video reel, each of the 

reels comprising 0 reel strip bearing a plurality of different discrete symbols and a 
continuous s . aphical element extendins between adjace.nl ones of the discrete 
symbols such that the discrete symbols arc thematically unified by the graphical 
element; 

stopping the reels to place a portion of each reel in visual association with a display area; 

providing a payuuL responsive to an alignment of a winning combination of discrete 

symbols along a payline in said display area; 
innviiip a selected one of aa id discrete symbols relat ive iu said continuous graphical 

element: and 
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frn . it1irir „ mlB rA ,i.,Hd te a too of "iM mov^l and being indcpMemofaaiL 
pavlinc . 

25. (Currently Abided) A method of conducting a slot game on a slot machine controlled 
by a processor, comprising: 

receiving a wager from a player; 

rotating a video reel, the vklm reel bearing a plurality of discrdc symbol positions and a 
continuous graphical element exiting between adjacent ones of the discrete 
symbol positions such that the discrete symbol positions arc thcmatically unified 
by the graphical element; 

moving a to* symbol between the adjacent on« of the discrete symbol positions as 

the video reel is rotated, and 
d«ennim:, 6 a payout based on fti adegreeof nu, vemcnt of the discrete symbol ween 
the adjacent ones „f the discrete symbol positions as die video reel is rotated^ 
art of determ ini ng being faide^ ttent t>( anv aelerted jayJlge- 
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